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Vinton,  Iowa,  April  2,  1S29 


Dear  Friends: 

On  December  6  last,  I  wrote  you  asking  for  any 
suggestions  you  might  wish  to  make  regarding  your  plans 
for  promoting  the  social  life  of  your  students*  In  ans¬ 
wer  to  that  letter  I  received  many  replies*  They  were  so 
helpful  that  I  have  concluded  to  show  my  appreciation  by 
sending  copies  of  these  letters  to  you.  I  trust  that  you 
will  be  helped  by  them  as  we  at  the  Iowa  School  for  the 
Blind  have  been* 

Thanking  those  of  you  who  responded  to  my  com¬ 
munication  and  with  best  wishes  to  all  others,  I  am 

Sincerely, 


(Signed)  F.  E*  Palmer 
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Copy 

The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 
Overbrook,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

January  14,  1929 


Dear  Mr*  Palmer: 

Our  teachers  and  housemothers  have  supplied  me  with 
considerable  information  as  to  what  we  are  doing  at  Overbrook  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  secure  for  our  students  ”a  more  abundant  social  life  while 
at  school”.  I  trust  that  you  will  find  these  suggestions  helpful. 

Mr.  Albert  G.  Cowgill,  principal  teaoher  of  our  Boys’  School 
writes : 

’’Overbrook  has  an  abundant  life  socially  and  in  every  other 

way. 

Socially:  As  Miss  Long  has  written,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Union  has  several  picnics  during  the  year  away  from  the  school- 
to  which  several  outside  people,  along  with  our  teachers,  are 
invited.  Then  there  are  several  literary  feasts  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Union  during  the  year.  The  BOYS’  ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION  gives  at  least  two  dances  during  the  year  at  which 
there  are  sometimes  over  one  hundred  guests. 

Two  of  the  SENIOR  COTTAGES  give  dances  and  parties. 

The  SENIOR  CLASS  gives  a  big  dAnc®  just  before  graduation. 

The  GLEE  CLUB  gives  a  concert  once  a  month  and  has  a  general 
outing  just  before  dosing  in  June. 

The  INTERMEDIATE  and  PRIMARY  BOYS  have  a  Cottage  party  at  least 
twice  a  year  not  counting  birthday  parties. 

Quite  frequently  our  older  boys  are  invited  in  groups  of  fours, 
sixes,  etc.,  to  sevefcal  outside  parties;  that  is,  in  private 
homes.  They  are  usually  through  friends  of  the  housemother, 
thus  eliminating  any  supervision  or  chaperonage.  Tickets  to 
theatres,  shows,  etc.,  are  given  quite  frequently.  Our  pu- 
pils-s elect ed-go  regularly  to: 

1.  The  Philadelphia  Forum  (Lectures,  Music,  etc.) 

2.  Concerts  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra  (weekly  for  26 
weeks) 

3.  The  Zoological  Gardens  (Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Grades) 

4.  Trips  on  the  Delaware  River. 

5.  Barnum  and  Eailey  Circus  (Guests  of  Ellis  H.  Gimbel  of 
Gimbel  Bros. ) 

6.  Willow  Grove  Amusement  Park. 

7.  Boy  Scouts  Camping  Expedition. 

8.  Hallowe’en  Parties  (Everybody  joins  in  the  general  rol¬ 
licking  good  time.) 

9.  Alumni  banquet-which  brings  ov6r  100  of  the  old  boys,  a- 
long  with  many  noted  guests,  including  members  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

10.  Nearly  every  cottage  has  a  radiG>  which  is  a  feast  of 
entertainment  and  pleasure. 
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The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  (continued) 

Our  teacher  of  typewriting  ar.  d  commercial  subjects.  Miss  Sarah  V. 
Long,  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  older  boys  of  the  school  and 
has  encouraged  and  assisted  them  in  forming  and  directing  the  activities 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  to  which  Mr*  Cowgill  refers*  Miss 
Long  writes: 

’’The  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  is  an  extra-curricular  activity  in 
the  Boys'  School*  This  organization  is  composed  of  a  mixed  group,  Prot¬ 
estants,  Catholics,  Jews*  It  was  organized  by  a  few  of  the  Protestant 
boys  who  felt  the  need  of,  or  desire  to  have  an  activity  akin  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Later  some  of  the  Catholic  boys  ap¬ 
plied  for  membership  so  they  too  were  admitted  and  finally  a  few  of  the 
Jewish  boys  joined*  They  work  together  very  nicely  and  have  some  very 
good  times.” 

The  Organization  meets  once  a  month  and  the  meetings  are  conducted 
very  much  as  a  Christian  Endeavor  Society  or  other  young  people's  socie¬ 
ty  conducts  their  programs*  They  have  the  reading  of  the  Scripture, 
prayer,  hymns,  talks  by  the  various  boys,  sometimes  recitations  and 
special  musical  features*  Ministers  from  different  churches  come  out 
to  Overbrook  and  talk  to  this  group  of  boys  frequently*  Other  profession¬ 
al  men  have  enjoyed  meeting  with  the  boys.  The  organization  is  made  up 
of  the  older  boys  of  the  school  with  a  few  of  the  intermediates*  They 
are  not  admitted  under  thirteen  years  of  age. 

The  boys  have  a  picnic  once  or  twice  a  year,  always  in  the  spring 
before  school  closes*  They  go  out  to  a  woodsy  place  where  they  oan 
build  a  fire  and  cook  bacon  and  ’’hot  dogs”  for  sandwiches  and  toast 
marshmellov/s*  The  school  prepares  the  greater  part  of  the  picnic  supper 
but  the  campfire  is  always  a  delightful  feature.  After  the  dark  descends 
a  huge  fire  is  built  up  and  they  tell  stories  and  sing  songs*  A  shallow 
stream  runs  through  this  wood  with  foot- logs  here  and  there*  The  boys 
have  a  great  time  crossing  the  logs,  falling  into  the  creek,  etc*  Each 
time  they  go  they  think  they  have  the  best  time  ever.  They  also  have 
sack  races  and  other  types  of  games* 

Christmas,  1928,  they  gave  a  Christmas  Party  to  a  number  of  the 
poor  children  from  the  slums*  Each  guest  received  several  presents  and 
had  a  good  time*  The  Union  also  put  on  a  Christmas  entertainment  that 
same  year  to  which  the  entire  school  was  invited*  The  pageant  was  ar¬ 
ranged  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  organization  who  has  a  great  deal  of 
musical  talent* 

Christmas  this  year  we  celebrated  in  a  different  manner.  They  (the 
members  of  the  organization)  had  first  a  Christmas  program,  composed  of 
talks,  carols,  and  other  special  features*  This  was  followed  by  a 
social  with  refreshments* 

One  of  the  boys  who  attended  summer  school  elsewhere  last  year  said 
to  the  young  fellows  upon  his  return,  ’’They  have  no  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union”,  which  sounds  as  though  the  organization  must  be  a  real  pleasure 
to  them. 

Mrs*  G.  E.  Bonnet,  housemother  of  our  thirty  senior  boys,  §ays: 

’’The  boys,  I  find,  like  different  things,  but  as  a  cottage  of  boys  I  think 
v/hat  does  them  the  most  good  is  mixing  with  the  outside  world*  They  go 
to  concerts,  theatres,  sight-seeing,  and  then  come  back  telling  what  they 
saw  and  what  they  found  other  people  doing* 
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The  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 
Overbrook,  Penn*  (continued) 

"The  different  things  that  are  done  for  them  in  school  are  also  a 
wonderful  help*  I  have  had  boys  come  to  me  who  had  been  out  very  little, 
some  not  at  all*  I  started  them  out  and  now  I  see  a  great  ohange  in 
them  for  the  better* " 

Miss  Josephine  Chrysler,  head  mistress  of  the  Girls*  School,  lists 
the  following  under  the  caption  of  "Socializing  Agencies*" 

X*  Intra  Mural: 

1*  Chapin  Literary  Society-meetings,  parties,  plays. 

2*  Junior  Chapin  Society  -  "  "  ” 

3*  Christian  Endeavor* 

4.  Junior  Christian  Endeavor* 

5*  Camp  Fire  and  Camping  Trip  and  Sale* 

6*  Dramatics 

7*  Dancing  after  dinner  in  the  gymnasium. 

8*  Spring  pionios  (girls  prepare  all  the  food*) 

9.  Parties  in  the  Cottages. 

II.  Extra-Mural: 

1*  The  Forum  series  of  lectures  and  entertainments,  at  an  aver¬ 
age  of  two  a  week. 

2.  Symphony  concerts  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra,  once  a  week 
for  26  weeks.  (Saturday  nights) 

3*  Church  and  Sunday  school. 

4*  Good  plays  and  concerts. 

5*  Shopping  and  errands. 

6.  Glee  Club  gives  concerts  for  the  benefit  of  churches  and 
clubs*  Is  entertained  after  the  concert. 

Finally  Miss  Ethel  M*  Kennedy,  Guardian  of  our  Camp  Fire  Girls, 
lists  the  following  activities  as  contributing  to  the  social  life  of  our 
girls  in  addition  to  those  listed  by  Miss  Chrysler  and  Mr*  Cowgill* 

1*  Birthday  parties  at  the  girls*  homes*  Two  or  three  a  year. 

2*  Trips  to  the  seashore  -  once  a  year* 

3*  Trips  to  the  river  -  once  a  year. 

4.  Campfire  lawn  fete  in  which  the  girls*  friends  are  invited 
to  spend  the  day  on  the  lawn- in  the  spring* 

6.  Campfire  brings  the  girls  into  contact  with  seeing  girls,  es¬ 
pecially  if  the  guardians  belong  to  the  Campfire  Guardian 
Association  in  that  city.  Once  a  month  all  Campfire  girls  in 
Philadelphia  plan  a  get-together  in  the  form  of  hike,  party, 
swim,  sightseeing  trip,  etc*,  etc* 

6*  Our  girls  are  given  privileges  and  are  punished  only  by  being 
deprived  of  these  privileges. 

7.  Theatre  parties. 

8.  Sometimes  girls  are  entertained  in  the  homes  of  their  teacher 


0.  H.  Burritt 

Principal 
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Louisiana  School  for  the  Blind 
Baton  Rouge,  La, 

February  4,  1929 


Dear  Mr,  Palmer s 

Complying  with  your  request  concerning  the  social  life  of  the 
students,  I  am  enclosing  an  article  which  was  written,  at  my  request,  by 
one  of  the  older  girls  who  graduated  from  our  school  a  little  more  than 
a  year  ago  and  who  is  now  taking  some  work  in  the  school  and  acting  as 
usher. 

This  article,  while  it  does  not  cover  all  the  phases  of  our  social 
activities,  gives  in  rather  an  objective  way  the  facts  which  will  best  get 
over  the  idea  of  our  practice. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A,  J.  Caldwell,  Supt. 

’’Social  activities  in  the  Louisiana  School  for  the  Blind,  being 
the  events  of  one  week,  January  14th  through  January  20th, 1929”. 

On  Monday,  January  14th,  a  group  of  Boy  Scouts  was  gathered  in  the 
boys’  workshop  after  school  hours  in  the  afternoon.  At  a  glance  it  could 
be  seen  that  some  of  the  boys  were  receiving  instructions  from  others,  and 
on  close  inspection  it  was  found  that  the  boys  of  the  school  were  teaching 
the  visiting  scouts  how  to  weave  baskets  and  nammooks,  and  that  in  turn, 
the  visiting  boys  were  instructing  the  blind  boys  in  some  of  the  other  arts 
of  the  organization.  The  teacher  of  manual  training  was  present,  and  all 
were  working  diligently  and  chatting  merrily. 

A  few  mornings  later  the  superintendent  was  seated  at  his  desk 
when  he  was  visited  by  a  group  of  girls  who  said  that  they  were  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Camp  -Fire  Girls  to  ask  him  if  the  girls  might  have  a  dance 
in  the  near  future.  They  were  planning  to  invite  their  boy  friends  from 
out  of  town  to  be  their  guests  on  this  occasion.  The  superintendent  readi¬ 
ly  gave  his  permission  and  now  the  girls  are  all  eagerly  anticipating  the 
event. 

The  superintendent  was  again  visited  one  evening  by  the  Jolley 
Boys  Club.  They  expressed  a  desire  to  help  somebody  else,  and,  as  they  had 
heard  that  charity  begins  at  home,  wondered  if  there  wasn’t  something  that 
they  could  do  for  the  school.  The  superintendent  was  pleased  with  the  idea 
and  helped  them  work  out  a  plan  by  which  they  are  to  have  at  les  st  one  morn¬ 
ing  a  week  to  conduct  the  chapel  exercises. 

After  school  hours  the  pupils  of  our  school  are  allowed  to  amuse 
thorns elves  as  they  like.  One  afternoon  one  of  the  girls  went  with  one  of 
the  matrons  to  do  some  shopping.  On  the  street  they  met  several  smartly 
dressed,  merry  girls  who  ware  strangers  to  the  matron,  but  who  spoke  in  a 
friendly  and  familiar  way  to  her  companion.  They  met  several  other  acquaint¬ 
ances  on  the  way. 

On  Saturdays,  those  boys  who  have  not,  through  some  misdemeanor 
lost  the  privilege,  are  permitted  to  go  out  and  sell  brooms  and  mops.  Also 
they  go,  in  company  with  piano  tuning  instructors,  into  private  residences 
and  tune  pianos.  In  this  way  they  make  many  friends.  On  Saturday  of  this 
week,  eight  boys  were  out  selling  brooms  and  mops  and  upon  their  return  the 
boys*  supervisor  went  with  them  to  the  office  and  turned  in  more  than  ten 
dollars,  twenty-five  percent  of  which  went  to  the  boys  as  ’’commissions'’* 
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On  Saturday  morning  the  director  of  physical  education,  throe  other 
teachers,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  of  the  large  girls  went  down  town,  as  is 
their  custom  on  Saturday  mornings,  and  had  a  swim  in  the  Y,  W.  C,  A.  swim¬ 
ming  pool. 

On  Friday  night  four  of  the  teachers  met  with  the  Camp-Fire  Girls 
and  took  part  in  their  ceremonials.  Two  of  the  men  teachers  met  with  the 
Boy  Scouts  and  helped  them  plan  and  get  ready  for  a  contest  which  is  soon 
to  be  held  between  the  school's  troop  and  one  of  the  troaps  of  the  city* 
Another  one  of  the  teachers  met  with  the  boys’  Athletic  Club  in  its  regular 
weekly  meeting. 

The  girls  have  relatives  and  friends  attending  the  Louisiana  State 
University  who  visit  them  occasionally,  bringing  their  friends  along.  As 
an  example  of  this,  one  evening  while  the  girls  were  dancing,  a  young  man 
called  and  asked  for  one  of  them,  saying  that  he  was  her  cousin.  The  girl 
was  sent  for  and  the  young  man  introduced  two  of  his  friends*  They  spent  a 
very  pleasant  evening. 

On  Sunday  mornings  all  the  boys  and  girls  go  to  church,  each  one 
attending  the  church  of  his  choice.  They  go  in  small  groups.  Some  of  the 
groups  are  attended  by  teachers  or  matrons  and  some  are  not* 

Another  pleasant  feature  of  this  sohool  is  the  friendly  intimacy 
which  exists  between  teachers  and  pupils.  The  former  are  as  interested  in 
preparing  for  the  coming  dance  party  as  the  girls  themselves*  On  the  way 
from  the  dining  room,  several  of  the  teachers  dropped  into  one  of  the  rooms, 
and  there  ensued  a  lively  discussion  as  to  what  dresses  should  be  worn,  whos 
hair  would  look  better  with  a  little  curl  put  into  it,  and  everything  else 
along  that  line.  It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to  see  one  of  the  teachers 
and  one  or  more  of  the  girls  leaving  the  grounds  together,  especially  on 
Sunday  afternoons  when  the  weather  is  fine,  for  a  walk.  In  the  sohool 
rooms  they  are  at  ease  with  each  other,  and  outside  of  sohool  hours  they 
enjoy  each  other's  society. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  social  activities  of  the 
sohool  are  quite  informal,  following  no  set  rule  or  assignments;  but 
there  is  a  very  friendly  and  intimate  relation  existing  between  teachers  and 
pupils  at  all  times* 

Written  by  Beatrice  Bierden,  student  helper. 
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Ohio  State  School  for  the  Blind 
Columbus 


December  15, 


1928 


Dear  Mr*  Palmer: 

Your  letter  of  December  6,  regarding  social  functions  at  this 
school  is  before  me*  We  try  to  have  one  social  each  month  when  the  boys 
and  girls  meet  in  the  gymnasium  with  the  teachers*  There  is  usually  a 
program  including  music,  games,  etc.,  but  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
is  spent  in  conversation  when  the  boys  and  girls  are  allowed  to  mingle 
freely*  Once  in  a  while  various  organizations  conduct  a  social  of  their 
own  to  which  the  teachers  are  invited,  such  organizations  as  the  Girl 
Reserves,  the  Hi-Y  and  the  Philomethian  Literary  Society* 

The  boys  and  girls  are  allowed  to  speak  together  in  the  school 
rooms  during  the  recess  periods  when  the  teachers  are  present. 

I  cannot  trace  many  of  the  marriages  of  the  blind  to  these  school 
socials*  These  seem  to  come  about  as  they  meet  in  the  various  walks  of 
life. 


Every  year  toward  the  close  of  the  school  year  we  have  a  picnic 
in  one  of  the  public  parks  of  the  high  school  students  and  the  industrial 
pupils  over  eighteen  years  of  age*  Sometimes  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
are  included. 

The  regular  monthly  socials  include  only  the  high  school  students 
and  industrial  students  over  eighteen  years  of  age;  but  on  Hallowe'en, 
Thanksgiving,  Washington's  Birthday,  the  entire  school  participates*  Per¬ 
haps  the  Hallowe'en  social  awakens  the  most  enthusiasm*  The  children  very 
generally  mask  and  seem  to  get  a  great  deal  of  fun  out  of  it. 

The  social  problem  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  our 
school  life  and  I  often  feel  the  need  of  advice  on  the  subject,  but  all  in 
all  our  plan  seems  to  work  out  fairly  well  for  us  in  our  particular  situa¬ 
tion. 


Cordially  yours, 

J.F.  Lumb 

Superintendent 
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Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind 
Nashville 

February  6,  1929  • 


Dear  Supt*  Palmer: 

Now  you  have  a  big  subject;  one  that  I,  as  well  as  you  and  others, 
have  given  much  thought  to,  but  perhaps  we  do  not  give  this  matter  of  social 
life  of  the  students  as  much  attention  as  we  should*  One  thing  we  have 
worked  out  that  is  helpful  along  this  line  is  to  have  practically  all  of  my 
teachers  board  in  the  school  and  of  course  the  contact  of  the  children  with 
the  teachers  (if  they  are  the  right  type)  is  helpful  along  this  line.  The 
teachers  and  officers  sit  at  the  head  of  each  table  in  the  dining  room  where 
six  or  more  children  eat*  Then  our  children  make  contacts  outside  in  every 
way  possible;  for  instance  everybody  goes  to  Sunday  School  and  preaching* 

They  come  in  contact  with  other  children  and  make  friends  in  this  way,  and 
some  of  them  are  often  invited  out  to  little  parties,  and  into  the  homes  of 
people  in  Nashville*  They  are  allowed  to  make  week-end  visits  with  local 
children,  where  home  surroundings  are  right* 

We  encourage  our  childrens  going  but  to  special  programs  and  enter¬ 
tainments  in  town,  and  in  every  way  possible  try  to  keep  in  touch  with  social 
and  other  affairs  of  the  world*  We  have  speakers  and  entertainers  of  various 
types  (not  always  preachers  by  any  means)  to  visit  us  at  chapel  exercises. 

We  try  to  keep  the  children  informed  on  current  events,  through  the  newspaper 
and  magazine  articles,  that  my  teachers  find  and  read  to  them*  We  have  also 
Boy  Scouts  and  Girls  Scouts  and  these  Scouts  have  opportunity  to  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  other  boys  and  other  girls*  Our  children  are  also  invited  out  in 
hones  and  to  churches,  singly  and  in  groups,  to  sing,  read,  and  to  give  piano 
and  violin  numbers* 

Then,  right  often,  we  have  rather  informal  social  affairs  in  the 
school  where  the  primary  boys  and  girls  come  together,  the  intermediate  boys 
and  girls  in  another  place,  and  the  high  school  at  still  another  place  (in  the 
gymnasium  hall)*  Much  preparation  and  study  is  given  these  parties.  Every 
teacher  is  supposed  to  participate  and  assist  with  one  group  or  another.  Mrs. 
Wampler  and  I  are  always  on  the  job  on  these  and  all  other  social  occasions* 
Games  are  studied  out  and  participated  in  and  enjoyed  by  the  boys  and  girls 
and  they  have  a  great  time*  They  are  encouraged  to  invite  other  friends, 
both  boys  and  girls*  The  high  school  party  generally  winds  up  with  a  dance 
where  boys  and  girls  are  permitted  to  dance  together  frequently,  or  the 
teachers  dance  with  them*  But  let  me  say  just  one  thing  in  regard  to  these 
parties  in  the  schools  for  the  blind.  Unless  teachers  and  officers  are  right 
on  the  job,  and  unless  they  have  made  all  plans  and  know  just  what  is  going 
on,  and  unless  they  are  right  in  the  midst  of  everything,  moving  the  boys  and 
girls,  here  and  there,  and  overseeing  everything,  they  will  not  work.  We 
teach  boys  and  girls  to  dance  as  part  of  the,  gymnasium  work,  provided  they 
do  not  object,  but  we  do  not  make  anybody  enter  into  these  exercises  unless 
it  is  their  own  wish,  or  the  wish  of  their  parents* 

We  try  to  make  the  Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind  a  home  filled 
with  wholesome  influences,  social,  moral,  and  otherwise* 

Very  truly  yours, 

I*S.  Wampler 

Sup  er int  end  ent 
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Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind 
Mrg.  O.W.  Stewart,  Superintendent 

Muskogee,  Oklahoma  December  18,  1929 

Mr.  F.  E.  Palmer,  Superintendent 
Iov/a  School  for  the  Blind 
Vinton,  Iowa 

Dear  Mr#  Palmer* 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  6  in  regard  to  the  so¬ 
cial  life  of  our  students. 

Our  school  opens  about  the  middle  of  September,  so  we  let  a  day  at 
the  Oklahoma  State  FAir,  the  first  of  October,  be  their  special  recreation 
for  the  first  month*  October  has  Hallowe’en,  when,  according  to  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  school,  the  large  boys  go  on  a  weiner  roast  in  charge  of  several 
of  our  men  teachers;  while  an  attractive  Hallowe’en  party  (with  older  pu¬ 
pils  on  the  committee  with  teachers)  at  each  of  the  other  three  cottages. 

In  November  comes  Thanksgiving  and  in  December,  Christmas*  January  is  spent 
finishing  the  first  semester,  and  getting  thoroughly  started  in  the  last 
half  of  the  school  year*  During  February  we  give  two  rather  elaborate  Forty- 
two  parties— one  for  the  older  boys  and  one  for  the  older  girls*  (a  Valentine 
paRty  and  a  Washington’s  Birthday  party.)  To  these  are  invited  guests  who 
are  friends  from  the  city  of  Muskogee*  Invitations  are  sent  to  the  pujkils 
and  they  are  required  to  send  written  acceptances.  During  March  we  have  par¬ 
ties  for  all,  with  a  definite  effort  to  make  them  different  each  year.  One 
year  we  had  for  the  older  boys  and  the  older  girls  a  Cafeteria  Supper.  The 
students  were  invited  to  meet  the  faculty  and  go  to  the  recreation  hall,  wher 
supper  was  served  with  appropriate  stunts,  etc.,  between  the  courses.  For 
the  younger  ones,  dinner  or  supper  in  the  open,  with  games,  stories,  etc. 
Sometimes  we  have  "Open  House"  at  the  different  cottages,  with  programs, 
punch  and  the  like*  In  the  receiving  line  is  the  hostess  of  the  special  cot¬ 
tage,  and  the  girl  or  boy  graduates  of  the  year.  The  Hi-Y  societies  for 
both  girls  and  boys  are  usually  active;  and  the  girls  have  a  social  club 
that  meets  twice  a  month* 

This  school  is  as  strict  as  can  be  in  regard  to  keeping  the  boys 
and  girls  definitely  separated  in  all  the  school  activities  and  functions; 
while  outside  friends  are  welcome,  and  the  students  are  taught  to  take  a 
guest  at  once  to  the  Hostess  of  the  cottage  and  present  him  or  her*  We  make 
every  effort  toward  ease  of  manner  and  courteous  reception  of  guests* 

The  larger  boys  of  the  School,  with  the  approval  of  the  supervisor, 
are  allowed  to  go  into  town  twice  a  month  unchaperoned- every  other  Saturday 
afternoon;  while  we  do  not  think  it  safe  for  many  of  the  girls  to  do  this. 
Supervisors  of  the  different  cottages  shop  for  the  pupils,  in  many  instances 
taking  them  with  them  and  teaching  them  how  to  act  and  how  to  select  arti¬ 
cles  of  apparel. 

April  brings  spring  concerts.  Glee  Club  Recitals,  and  May  the  same, 
with  athletic  contests,  the  big  annual  picnic.  Commencement  Programs,  etc. 

Our  Scout  Troops  enter  fully  into  the  real  Scout  life,  with  all-night  Satur¬ 
day  hikes;  then  we  have  meetings,  weiner  roasts,  marshmallow  roasts,  etc., 
at  our  beautiful  new  rock  scout  house  on  the  hill  south  of  the  School,  which 
acreage  belongs  to  the  School. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  O.W.  Stewart 

Super int  endent 
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Perkins  Institution 
And  Massachusetts  Sohool  for  the  Blind 

Watertown,  Mass.  December  24,  1928 


Dear  Mr*  Palmer t 

In  this  letter  I  shall  indicate  to  you  the  asked  for  activities 
which  help  make  up  the  social  life  of  Perkins*  Most  of  these  are  doubt¬ 
less  fostered  by  our  physical  arrangements,  which  are  democratic*  Still 
I  am  sure  that  we  could  carry  on  many  of  them  even  were  we  living  amid 
wholly  different  surroundings, -always  provided  we  of  the  administration 
and  staff  were  determined  to  do  so*  In  other  words,  what  you  and  your 
people  are  and  can  be  relied  upon  to  do  speaks  and  will  speak  so  loud  that 
your  pupils  cannot  hear  what  you  say  and  talk  about  doing* 

It  is  a  favorable  omen  that  some  of  your  teachers  tell  you  they 
wish  to  create  a  more  abundant  social  life  at  their  sohool  than  they  find 
now*  Yet  wishing  will  accomplish  little*  All  or  at  least  the  majority 
must  desire  it  enough  to  make  sacrifices  for  it,  and  this  majority  must 
embrace  among  them  the  leaders*  You  yourself  and  Mrs*  Palmer  must  also  be 
strongly  behind  the  whole  movement*  Your  centralized  control  may  lend  itself 
even  to  a  better  advantage  and  even  to  better  results  than  our  decentralized 
influence*  For  though  our  living  conditions  for  boys  are  like  those  for 
girls,  the  social  life  of  the  latter  is  more  evidently  harmonious  and  effect¬ 
ive*  So  it  isn't  always  the  system  that  determines.  Again,  the  social  at¬ 
mosphere  in  the  four  families  of  our  boys'  upper  sohool  varies  according 
to  the  spirit  primarily  of  the  housemother  and  secondarily  of  her  group 
of  resident  teachers*  What  I  wish  to  stress  in  this  introduction  is  that 
the  quality  of  the  human  environment  is  of  far  greater  moment  than  that  of 
the  material* 

My  intimate  association  with  the  large  group  plan  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  the  small  one  at  South  Boston  controlled  my  lay-out  arrangements 
at  Watertown,  where  Dr*  Howe's  family  plan  is  carried  out  for  all*  The 
essence  of  this  is  an  approach  to  the  real  family  alike  in  numbers  and 
associations.  Where  such  subdivision  is  impractical  for  living  purposes, 
you  can  doubtless  bring  it  about  for  social.  Therefore,  whether  or  not 
your  pupils  already  have  their  clubs  and  societies  you  can  have  additional 
ones  on  a  new  planj-Divide  up  the  whole  pupil  body  into  several  reasonably 
small  groups  which  shall  be  as  nearly  alike  as  you  can  make  them,  not  alone 
in  numbers,  but  also  in  ages,  condition  of  eyesight,  brains,  etc. j  let  each 
choose  a  name  and  a  rallying  cry  and  pit  themselves  against  one  another 
not  so  much  in  competition  as  in  emulation*  In  so  far  as  feasible  have  your 
teaohers  and  supervisors  definitely  and  democratically  attach  themselves 
to  these  several  groups,  not  advancing  from  one  to  another  but  each  person 
laboring  throughout  the  whole  year  or  longer  to  advance  the  merit  of  her 
fellows*  Resourceful  leaders  can  get  up  all  sorts  of  inter-group  activi- 
ties-for  the  boys  football  matches,  field  sports,  spelling  bees,  glee  glub 
entertainments,  domino,  chess  and  checker  tournaments,  dramatics,  social 
parties  ending  in  simple  banquets  with  speeches,  etc.,  etc*  For  the 
girls,  field  sports,  glee  club  concerts,  story  telling  in  front  of  a  wood 
fire,  finger  reading  societies,  sundry  table  tournaments,  social  dances, 
and  dress-up  affairs,  not  omitting  occasional  suppers  which  are  prepared 
and  possibly  contributed  by  themselves  and  to  which  one  group  shall  invite 
another  in  due  form*  Other  activities  will  suggest  themselves*  The 
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fundamental  thing  is  wholesome  rivalry  in  sufficient  variety  to  bring  about 
those  changes  which  are  called  the  spice  of  life  and  which  institution  life 
does  not  readily  promote. 

To  this  end  two  things  are  necessary:  the  group  equality  already 
mentioned  and  student  leadership*  In  so  far  as  possible,  let  the  partici¬ 
pating  teaohers  keep  in  the  background-controlling  perhaps,  i.e.,  seeing 
that  no  pupil  is  left  out  and  keeping  the  ball  rolling,  but  certainly  not 
appearing  to  do  so.  We  have  noticed  that,  particularly  with  our  larger 
boys,  unless  their  social  affairs  are  got  up  and  managed  by  themselves  or 
by  comittees  chosen  by  themselves  they  are  likely  to  be  failures. 

Institution  or  community  affairs  are  good  too;  but  they  are  by 
no  means  enough.  We  here  prefer  to  hold  family  Christmas  tree  festivities, 
also  Hallowe’en  parties. 

I  like  to  think  of  Perkins  as  an  instrumentality  for  the  sociali¬ 
zation  of  its  pupils-or  that  that  is  its  special  privilege. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  E.  Allen 
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Perkins  Institution 
Watertown,  Mass. 

January  2,  1929 


Dear  Mr*  Alien: 

You  have  aslced  me  to  tell  you  something  about  our  social  life 
here  at  Perkins,  and  what  I  consider  the  most  effective  features  of  it* 

I  shall  try  to  present  my  impressions  in  as  attractive  and  brief  a  manner 
as  I  can  without  sacrificing  spontaniety  to  accuracy  in  English  construc¬ 
tion*  Recently  I  read  an  essay  by  Professor  Palmer  called  MS elf-cultiva¬ 
tion  in  English”,  and  although  this  has  nothing  to  do  v/ith  the  matter  in 
hand,  I  simply  must  tell  you  an  amusing  story  I  came  upon:  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  was  reading  aloud  to  his  pupils  something  he  had  written.  When  he 
had  finished  one  of  them  said  that  in  such  and  such  a  place  the  writer  had 
made  a  slip  in  English*  Henry  Ward  Beecher  replied:  ” Young  man,  when  the 
English  language  gets  in  my  way  it  does’t  stand  a  chanoe." 

Our  social  occasions  may  be  divided  into  two  groups,  parties  given 
in  the  cottages  and  the  school  entertainments  in  which  the  entire  girls’ 
department  participate*  I  enjoy  the  cottage  affairs  better,  because  the 
groups  are  small  and  the  atmosphere  homelike*  Listen  while  I  tell  you  of 
two  characteristic  house  parties: 

What  a  jolly  time  we  had  last  Hallowe’en  at  May  cottage!  We  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  hall  outside  the  living-room  door,  which  was  mysteriously 
closed*  We  were  warned  to  prepare  ourselves  to  meet  the  witches,  and  were 
admitted  into  the  living  room  one  at  a  time*  How  we  trembled  from  head  to 
foot  as  one  of  the  witches  sealed  our  fate  by  sticking  a  small  piece  of 
paper  on  some  part  of  our  face!  When  all  had  been  interviewed  by  the  queen 
of  the  witches,  we  found  partners  by  discovering  some  one  whose  sticker 
corresponded  with  ours*  We  then  inarched  around  the  living-room,  up  one 
flight  of  stairs  and  down  another  and  back  to  the  starting  point*  The  music 
of  this  march  was  furnished  by  two  ghosts,  one  at  the  head  of  the  line  play¬ 
ing  a  mouth  organ,  the  other  at  the  foot  keeping  time  with  sticks.  Now  the 
party  was  in  full  swing  and  we  were  prepared  for  our  fate.  Yfe  formed  a 
ring  and  each  produced  a  family  ghost  which  the  invitation  to  the  party  had 
requested  us  to  bring.  We  were  told  to  pass  our  ghost  to  our  right  hand 
neighbor,  after  which  werwere  told  to  tell  what  we  held  in  our  hands.  Per¬ 
haps  you  think  this  was  easy,  but  you  are  wrong;  for  some  of  the  ghosts 
were  so  weird  that  they  were  ’’without  form  and  void”.  Vfe  were  then  shown 
a  cupboard,  where  we  were  told  to  throw  the  ghosts  and  depart  qi  ickly  lest 
wre  might  be  petrified  by  the  horrors  the  cupboard  might  contain.  Next  we 
were  divided  into  three  groups;  one  to  search  for  a  needle  in  a  haystack, 
another  to  "su|jar  the  pie”,  and  a  third  to  have  his  fortune  told  by  a  witch 
who  livod  in  the  witches*  cave. 

May  I  say  parenthetically  that  the  fortune  teller  proved  to  be  a 
charming  Senorita,  who  fits  into  our  life  so  easily  and  naturally  that  she 
seems  like  one  of  us*  When  eaoh  group  had  done  all  three  things,  we  sat 
around  the  fire  on  chairs  or  on  the  floor  and  told  each  other  what  the  witch 
had  imparted  to  us  in  her  mystical  cave*  Marvelous  things  we re  in  store 
for  May  cottage  family  and  guests  that  evening!  Then  refreshments  were 
served,  and  one  of  the  girls  read  a  ghost  story,  which  brought  the  evening 
to  a  close*  Haven’t  you  had  a  delightful  time?  If  you  haven’t,  the  fault 
is  mine,  since  I  must  have  failed  to  describe  the  party  vividly  enough  for 
you  to  see  it  with  our  own  eyes. 
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Our  Christmas  party  was  most  enjoyable.  The  evening  opened  with 
carol  singing.  Then  came  a  hunt  for  gold  and  silver  stars,  which  were 
hidden  in  various  places  all  over  the  living-room.  The  ones  without  sight 
had  the  first  chance  to  search;  then  those  with  sight  had  their  turn,  and 
when  the  time  was  up,  a  snail  prize  was  given  to  the  one  in  each  group  who 
had  found  the  most  stars.  Following  this  some  interesting  charades  were 
presented.  Then  we  divided  into  four  groups,  having  our  choice  as  to  which 
group  we  wished  to  be  in,  and  each  group  wrote  a  letter  to  an  absent  friend 
whom  we  wished  might  be  with  us*  When  we  had  finished  our  letters,  one  of 
the  teachers  read  a  beautiful  Christinas  fable.  The  decision  as  to  gifts  is 
made  in  this  way. :  About  a  week  before  the  evening  of  the  party,  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  writes  her  name  on  a  slip  of  paper  and  puts  it  in  a  box; 
the  slips  are  shuffled  and  everyone  draws  a  name  from  the  box  and  must  buy 
a  small  gift  to  put  on  the  tree  for  the  owner.  Following  the  reading  of  the 
fable,  the  distribution  of  the  gifts  took  pl^oe  and  for  this  we  all  sat  on 
the  floor  around  the  tree.  Such  good  cheer  and  merriment  prevailed  that  we 
all  forgot  that  we  were  not  children.  Delicious  refreshments  were  then 
served,  after  which  v/e  gathered  around  the  piano  and  brought  the  evening  to 
a  close  by  the  singing  of  a  few  favorite  carols.  I  might  add  that  these 
cottage  parties  are  planned  by  committees  composed  of  both  teachers  and 
students;  I  cannot  say  for  a  certainty  whether  or  not  this  method  of  con¬ 
ducting  social  functions  prevails  in  other  cottages. 

You  have  many  a  time  hoard  us  yell  for  our  cottages  on  field  day; 
but  we  a  great  deal  more  than  yell  as  you  well  know.  These  interccllege 
athletics  are  indeed  stimulation  and  always  thrilling  with  cottage  loyalty. 
Zeal  to  win  points  for  our  cottage  knows  no  bounds^  The  one  winning  the 
largest  number  during  the  year  funs  off  with  the  cup  and  celebrates  its 
triumph  by  giving  a  victory  supper  sometime  in  the  fall  to  which  only  the 
elite  are  invited. 

Since  I  am  writing  this  from  the  heart,  I  must  say  that  I  doubt 
if  the  kind  of  social  functions  that  we  have  at  Ferkins  would  succeed  as 
well  in  other  schools;  for  you  are  truly  nucleus  of  them.  Your  interest 
in  our  little  parties  seems  perennial.  You  give  us  of  your  time  and  your 
dear  presence,  thereby  adding  a  warmth  and  sparkle  to  the  occasion  which 
would  otherwise  be  lacking;  and  what  a  lack  it  would  bel  I  fear  thatthis 
is  not  at  all  what  you  want,  but  it  is  a  valiant  attempt.  "Not  failure  but 
low  aim  is  crime."  Even  a  stern  judge  tempers  justice  with  mercy  when  read¬ 
ing  a  vacation  letter. 

Affectionately  yours, 

Marion  Crockett 
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Connecticut  School  for  the  Blind 
Hartford,  Connecticut 
Gordon  Hicks,  Superintendent 

January  17,  1929 


My  dear  Mr*  Palmer: 

I  hope  that  this  tardy  response  to  your  letter  of  December  6  will 
not  be  altogether  useless  in  furnishing  whatever  information  there  may  be 
in  it* 

First,  let  me  congratulate  you  that  you  have  ”some  teachers”  who 
are  anxious  to  give  pupils  more  abundant  social  life,  for  in  my  judgment  it 
is  on  this  condition  that  the  success  of  any  such  program  must  depend* 

Tie  have  tried  various  means  of  stimulating  interest  in  both  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  in  the  social  aspects  of  our  school  life*  At  one  time 
we  had  standing  committees  of  teachers  for  boys  and  girls*  These  groups 
had  in  charge  on  alternating  months  a  formal  social  affair,  which  at  first 
was  decidedly  successful,  later  rather  indifferently  so,  and  finally  was 
discontinued*  We  have  tried  other  plans— reading  helpful  books  on  etiquette, 
parties  engineered  by  the  pupils  themselves,  and  so  forth*  These  parties 
of  course  have  been  more  successful  with  the  girls  than  with  the  boys* 

The  foregoing  represents  what  we  have  tried  to  do  for  our  boys  and  girls  in 
the  large,  but  it  is  my  firm  conviction  that  in  our  particular  situation 
these  problems  are  not  best  met  in  this  way* 

We  are  a  small  school,  and  our  pupils  can  be  closer  to  us  as 
teachers  probably  than  is  possible  in  a  larger  group*  Mrs*  Hicks  and  I 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  doing  all  we  can  personally  in  our  home.  We  have 
done  this  pretty  generally  through  the  dining  room,  and  social  intercourse 
afterward*  Pupils  are  invited  into  our  private  dining  room  in  small  groups* 
Just  now  we  are  majoring  on  those  who  are  interested  in  spelling,  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  contests  which  we  are  to  have  in  the  spring  with  other 
schools*  The  boys  and  girls  are  pitted  against  each  other,  and  in  each 
case  the  winning  side  is  invited  to  a  formal  dinner  at  our  table,  followed 
by  a  social  evening* 

The  pupils  have  been  encouraged  to  form  contacts  with  friends  out¬ 
side'  the  school*  These  contacts  result  in  invitations  into  the  homes  of 
the  people,  thereby  giving  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  enjoy  them 
rare  opportunities  for  social  betterment*  It  is  my  hope  that  we  may  be  able 
to  increase  contacts  of  this  kind* 

Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  a  word  of  personal  testimony*  Looking 
back  to  my  own  school  days  I  find  myself  being  everlastingly  grateful  to 
those  teachers  who  stressed  the  social  side  of  their  pupil  relationships*  I 
believe  our  teachers  should  be  made  to  feel  that  this  which  they  can  render 
is  not  secondary  in  importance  to  their  teaching  ability*  Certainly  one 
performing  it  conscientiously  is  a  most  valuable  member  of  the  staff* 

Sincerely  yours, 

Gordon  Hicks, 

Super int end  ent 
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Missouri  School  for  tho  Blind 
S.M.  Green,  Superintendent 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

December  19,  1929 

Mr*  F*  E*  Palmer,  Superintendent 
Iowa  School  for  the  Blind 
Vinton,  Iowa 

My  dear  Mr.  Palmer* 

Your  letter  regarding  social  life  in  schools  for  the  blind  was 
received  several  days  ago  and  I  have  been  unable  to  reply  before  as  we 
are  in  the  midst  of  Christmas  preparations. 

For  several  years  we  had  a  plan  scheduled  of  parties  for  both 
boys  and  girls  under  the  direction  of  teachers.  This  grew  to  have  so  lit¬ 
tle  spontaniety  that  the  pupils  lost  interest  in  the  affairs  as  scheduled. 

We  tried  having  them  at  irregular  intervals  and  the  lack  of  outside  atten¬ 
dants  produced  about  the  same  result.  I  am  speaking  now  of  parties  for 
different  groups,  not  the  little  house  affairs  that  grow  out  of  each  groups 
activities.  Now  the  situation  is  this-our  larger  boys  entertain  a  group 
of  girls  from  the  outside  who  come  usually  with  their  mothers  and  these 
are  skating  or  dancing  parties  and  we  have  a  chaperone  and  furnish  re¬ 
freshments.  These  girls  became  in  the  school  as  members  of  Jobs  Daughters, 
an  off-shoot  of  Masonic  organizations. 

Our  Domestic  Economy  girls  have  for  two  years  given  a  Thanks¬ 
giving  tea  from  four  to  six  and  invite  their  friends  in  the  school  and  in 
the  city.  The  teachers  give  entertainments  of  different  kinds  that  grow 
out  of  natural  interests  in  their  groups.  Mrs.  Green  and  I  give  a  party 
to  the  older  students  during  the  holidays  and  also  at  other  times,  sometimes 
a  Valentine  party.  The  parties  and  hikes  afforded  by  the  Camp  Fire  Girls 
and  Boy  Scouts  are  also  a  part  of  their  social  life.  We  have  tried  to  get 
the  principle  of  having  a  natural  interest  or  reason  for  social  activities 
to  govern  the  situation.  Housemothers  give  parties  to  their  groups  at 
different  times.  Our  matron  gives  a  birthday  party  (dinner)  every  month 
to  all  the  pupils  whose  birthdays  come  in  that  month  to  which  each  pupil 
may  invite  a  guest.  The  dinner  is  a  course  dinner  with  candles  and  flow¬ 
ers. 

I  have  given  you  these  concrete  illustrations  of  what  we  do  rather 
than  a  theoretical  discussion  of  what  might  be  desirable.  If  there  is  any 
additional  information  you  may  desire  I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  it  later. 

S.  M.  Green 

Superintendent 
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Wisconsin  School  for  the  Blind 
J#T#  Hooper,  Superintendent 
Janesville,  Wis# 

December  18,  1929 


Mr#  Francis  E#  Palmer,  Supt# 

Iowa  School  for  the  Blind 
Vinton,  Iowa 

Dear  Mr#  Palmer: 

Your  letter  of  December  6  came  while  I  was  down  with  the  "flu” 
so  I  have  delayed  answering# 

In  reply  I  wish  to  say  that  for  the  social  life  of  our  children 
we  have  two  organizations:  -  The  Boy  Scouts  and  the  Girl  Reserves,  both 
hold  weekly  meetings#  They  are  associated  with  the  organizations  of 
Janesville#  This  gives  them  outside  contact# 

We  also  have  dancing  parties,  one  every  two  weeks,  on  Saturday 
night  from  7:30  to  9:30#  During  the  first  hour  all  the  school  is  there* 

At  8:30  the  younger  children  retire  and  the  last  hour  is  given  entirely  to 
the  pupils  and  teachers*  These  parties  are  all  given  under  close  supervision# 
The  boys  and  girls  are  allowed  to  dance  with  each  other#  The  boys,  hov/ever, 
are  not  allowed  to  dance  with  the  female  help  but  they  are  allowed  to  dance 
with  the  female  teachers# 

Of  course,  we  have  literary  societies  and  religious  societies  and 
our  children  are  taken  out  a  good  deal  giving  entertainments*  concerts, 
and  the  orchestra  plays  a  good  deal#  In  this  way  the  children  come  in  so¬ 
cial  contact  with  organizations  and  gatherings  throughout  the  city  and 
county  and  nearby  cities# 

Our  children  are  allowed  to  speak  to  each  other  naturally  as  they 
pass  through  the  halls#  They  are  not  allowed  social  contact  away  from  the 
school,  except  when  they  are  supervised  by  teachers  or  officers  being  pre¬ 
sent# 

If  there  is  any  other  information  you  desire  I  would  be  glad  to 
furnish  it  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  is  desired# 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.T#  Hooper, 

Super int end  ent 
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Maryland  School  for  tho  Blind 
Overlea,  Maryland 

January  30,  1929 


Dear  Mr*  Palmer :- 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  last  month  in  reference  to  the  social 
life  of  students  in  schools  for  the  blind;  I  beg  to  reply  as  follows* 

In  the  past,  what  social  life  there  has  been,  outside  the  routine  of  school 
life,  has  been  grouped  around  dances,  which  we  have  given  periodically. 

It  has  been  our  habit  several  times  during  the  year  to  give  dances,  to 
which  the  students  may  invite  their  friends;  the  teachers  and  officers 
take  an  interest  and  invite  young  people  of  their  acquaintance,  so  as  to 
have  a  nice  crowd  to  dance*  On  these  occasions,  we  have  good  music,  usually 
a  band  from  the  outside,  and  a  nice  punch  served* 

Our  boys  and  girls  do  not  mingle  in  the  dance,  but  are  allowed 
to  invite  their  friends  from  outside  and  dance  with  them*  We  have  found 
this  a  rather  good  way  to  have  our  students  take  interest  in  social  inter¬ 
course,  and  they  have  all  seemed  to  have  enjoyed  it  very  much*  Of  course 
in  some  places,  people  object  to  dances;  if  so,  we  have  no  suggestion  to 
make* 

Yours  truly, 

John  F.  Bledsoe 

Sup  er int  endent. 

Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
Boulder,  Montana 

December  21,  1928 


My  dear  Mr*  Palmer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  some  days  ago  but  I  have  been  away  and  so 
it  has  been  neglected*  However,  I  would  say  that  in  regard  to  the  en¬ 
tertainment  for  the  youngsters,  wo  try  to  have  a  picture  show  for  the  deaf 
and  a  little  extra  music  on  the  victrola  for  the  blind*  Then  we  have  a 
party  on  Christmas  Eve  when  the  presents  are  given  out  and  another  party 
Christmas  night  when  there  is  dancing  and  games*  Then  on  New  Years  we 
have  a  party  when  there  are  dancing  and  games  again*  If  there  is  snow 
during  the  holidays,  we  hook  a  bob  or  two  behind  the  truck  and  take  them 
for  a  sleigh  ride*  They  enjoy  this  a  great  deal*  Then  too  we  have  some 
big  bobs  and  take  them  out  for  coasting  on  the  hills.  This  makes  most  of 
our  entertainment  for  them. 

Trusting  that  this  may  be  of  some  service  to  you,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

H*  J*  Menzemer 
President 
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State  of  Kansas 
School  for  the  Blind 
Kansas  City,  Kan. 

January  21,  1929 

My  dear  Mr.  Palmers 

Your  letter  should  have  received  earlier  reply  but  coming  as  it 
did  during  the  holiday  vacation  has  been  put  aside.  As  to  plans  for  social 
life  we  have  a  large  social  room  that  will  accommodate  Senior  High  School 
pupils.  The  Senior  High  School  has  a  literary  society  which  meets  weekly 
in  this  room  with  a  Supervisor  in  charge.  Following  this  literary  meeting 
which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils  except  the  presence  of  the 
Supervisor  being  required,  we  allow  an  additional  time  for  sociability 
which  is  spent  in  singing  and  conversation.  This  is  each  Saturday  evening 
and  one  and  one-half  hours  is  allowed  for  these  literary  society  meetings 
and  the  social  hour  combined*  This  social  hour  is  a  part  of  the  literary 
sooiety  and  only  members  of  the  literary  society  attend.  Cy  Sunday  evening, 
following  vesper  service,  we  grant  another  hour  of  sacred  song  and  conversa¬ 
tion,  in  this  same  room  from  7  o’clock  P.M.  to  8  o'clock  P.M.  We  feel  that 
this  does  add  to  the  happiness  of  the  boys  and  girls,  and  helps  to  remove 
the  self-consciousness  that  we  think  they  would  feel  without  this  opportuni¬ 
ty.  We  also  give  a  Hallowe'en  party  and  also  a  Valentins  party  for  all  of 
the  pupils.  We  have  three  groups,  primary,  intermediate,  senior,  and  both 
boys  and  girls  attend  these  parties.  I  am  really  unable  to  say  what  social 
function  has  been  most  helpful,  but  we  try  in  all  the  social  functions  to 
have  the  pupils  feel  that  they  are  directing  them,  and  this  adds  to  their 
enjoyment  as  well  as  providing  for  growth  along  these  lines,  we  try  to  hold 
befor^them  always  that  they  are  being  fitted  to  take  their  place  in  the 
social^fof  their  home  communities  and  emphasize  in  the  most  judicious  way  we 
can  that  these  associations  are  for  broadening  and  for  sociability,  and  in 
w  hatever  way  we  feel  we  can  we  hold  before  these  young  people  that  there 
should  b^frio  thought  of  a  union  of  two  persons  handicapped  in  vision  for  home- 
building* 

We  do  all  we  can  to  encourage  invitations  for  the  pupils  from  out¬ 
side  sources,  but  in  a  large  city  ifctis  a  difficult  matter.  Only  once  has 
any  one  been  invited  into  a  home  of  our  community.  I  think  that  this  has 
been  the  most  appreciated  of  anything  given  to  the  pupils.  We  have  many 
invitations  for  entertainment  of  various  kinds  and  whereever  possible  we 
plan  for  some  group  to  accept  this  invitation.  I  do  not  know  that  this  is 
what  you  desire  but  any  questions  further,  if  you  have  such,  will  be  gladly 
answered* 

Very  truly  yours, 

Eleanor  A.  Wilson 

Superintendent 
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Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind 
Louisville,  Ky. 

December  19,  1929 


Dear  Mr.  Palmer: 

Our  children  as  a  rule  are  kopt  so  busy  that  we  have  very  little 
time  for  special  social  entertainments.  We  do  not  have  any  games  or  parties 
where  the  boys  and  girls  are  throvm  together.  At  various  times  of  the  year, 
we  have  plays  and  games  to  which  the  public  are  invited.  The  children  are 
permitted  to  attend  theatres,  lectures,  concerts  and  other  entertainments. 

I  have  a  lodge  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  school  which  will  accommo¬ 
date  twenty  children  and  their  supervisors  and  they  consider  it  a  great 
treat  to  spend  the  week-end  out  there  in  the  woods;  we  alternate  with  the 
boys  and  girls. 

During  the  holidays,  the  teachers  entertain  the  children  who  re¬ 
main  at  the  school,  with  theatre  parties,  hikes  and  parties  and  gatherings 
at  their  homes.  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  are  devoted  to  some  entertain¬ 
ment  where  all  the  children  are  present.  It  may  consist  of  a  group  of 
singers  from  the  city,  a  pianist,  leoture,  radio  or  orthophonic  program. 

Yours  sincerely, 

0.  B.  Martin 

Superintendent 


South  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind 
Gary,  South  Dakota 

December  17,  1928 


Dear  Mr.  Palmer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  6,  referring  to  the  social  activi¬ 
ties  of  your  school.  I  might  say  that  we  too  are  looking  for  just  such 
an  idea.  The  institution  does  not  give  a  great  deal  in  the  line  of  social 
activity.  The  pupils  attend  the  churches  and  the  various  functions  that 
they  offer.  The  public  school  of  the  town  has  made  an  arrangement  by  which 
our  pupils  attend  all  their  entertainments  free  of  charge. 

The  radio  forms  an  important  part  of  the  life  of  our  school.  We 
have  a  loud  speaker  in  the  dining  room  and  another  in  the  assembly  room. 

We  try  to  take  advantage  of  the  best  that  is  offered  in  music,  or  along  edu¬ 
cational  lines. 

The  students  are  allowed  to  dance  once  a  month,  and  other  means  of 
recreation  are  offered  for  those  who  do  not  dance. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  regarding  what  you  are  do¬ 
ing  along  these  lines. 


Very  truly  yours, 

Otis  0.  Rule, 

Superintendent 
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Ogden,  Utah,  January  27,1929 

My  dear  Supt.  Palmer, 

In  answer  to  your  request  for  information  about  our  school  social 
funotions  I  would  say: 

The  school  is  small  (30  students) 

Boys  and  girls  have  their  social  activities  together* 

Supt.  Driggs  will  not  allow  dancing  parties-but  they  may  have  al¬ 
most  any  other  form  of  entertainment. 

For  most  occasions  the  school  is  divided  into  two  group s-younger 
and  older.  That  is  one  group  is  entertained  at  one  time  and  an¬ 
other  at  another  time. 

All  ’’extra- school  entertainments  are  given  Saturday  evenings. 

They  have  an  average  of  one  party  a  month,  given  either  by  the 
teachers  or  by  an  organization  of  the  older  students  called  the 
"Student  Body”.  The  parties  are  usually  on  some  such  special 
occasion  as  Christmas,  Lincoln1 s  birthday,  etc.,  etc. 

We  have  a  very  active  Girl  Scout  Troup-one  which  won  the  silver 
cup  from  all  the  girls  in  the  city.  We  also  have  Boy  Scouts. 

They  have  some  church  entertainments  (at  their  churches). 

Students  are  often  admitted  free  at  public  concerts. 

I  am  enclosing  some  very  poorly  written  articles,  by  the  children 
themselves,  telling  about  their  activities* 

Yours  truly. 

Miss  Dana  Kelly, 

Utah  State  School  for  the  Blind 
Ogden,  Utah 

Copies  of  articles  written  by  the  students 
of  the  Utah  School  for  the  Blind 

"Here  at  our  school  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  hold  a  track  meet  and 
award  prizes  to  boys  and  girls  who  win  in  the  different  games  or  sports. 

The  toachers  conduct  the  activities  and  judge  the  pupils,  and  the 
person  having  the  most  credits  at  the  end  of  the  day  receives  first*  There 
are  three  prizes  which  are  awarded.” 


"Among  other  recreations  we  have,  we  enjoy  going  to  concerts  and 
musical  programs.  It  helps  us  to  enjoy  music  and  to  know  more  about  the 
different  composers  and  of  what  they  composed.  We  enjoy  hearing  the  musi¬ 
cians  who  come  to  Ogden.  We  sometimes  go  to  shows  and  we  hear  the  music 
through  the  vitaphone  and  we  hear  the  orchestra  also.  On  the  19th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  our  music  teacher  and  several  of  the  girls  went  down  to  one  of  the  music 
stores  and  heard  the  amplico  in  reproductions  of  different  pieces.  Sometimes 
the  teachers  have  people  come  down  to  the  school  and  play  or  sing  for  us.  We 
give  plays  and  we  sing  at  different  churches  and  organizations.  Last  year 
we  had  the  opportunity  of  playing  on  the  piano  of  one  of  the  great  composers, 
Liszt. 

"Some  of  the  pupils  in  our  school  who  play  instruments  have  or¬ 
ganized  a  jazz  orchestra.  Vie  get  quite  a  bit  of  enjoyment  out  of  it. 

Every  other  Friday  we  go  to  the  show  to  see  the  Pantages.  When  an  opera  or 
concert  is  in  town  we  get  to  go,  and  enjoy  it.  Those  who  can  see  some  get 
a  lot  of  pleasure  out  of  watching  a  basket  ball  game  once  in  a  while.” 
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Copy 

Utah  School  for  the  Blind  (continued) 

"In  our  school  we  have  organized  a  scout  patrol  which  brings  to 
the  boys  a  great  deal  of  pleasure*  All  of  the  scouts  who  are  in  the  pa¬ 
trol  enjoy  passing  tests,  going  on  hikes,  and  working  for  merit  badges* 

Our  patrol  enjoys  the  time  when  we  go  down  to  the  scout  rally, 
where  we  can  get  acquainted  with  different  boy  scouts  and  receive  our 
official  honors*  When  the  May  Circuit  comes,  we  enter  in  the  contests 
with  the  sighted  boys." 

"The  boys  and  girls  of  this  school  get  to  go  to  the  theatre* 

We  all  cannot  see  the  pictures  but  we  enjoy  the  music  played  by  the  vita- 

phone  and  sometimes  we  get  the  conversation  of  the  actors* 

And  once  in  a  while  we  go  to  the  vaudeville  and  we  all  enjoy 
going  to  them* 

On  the  twelfth  of  January  our  house  mother  took  some  of  us  gi?ls 
do;vn  to  the  theatre  to  see  the  vaudeville,  all  the  music  being  played  by 
the  vitaphone  during  the  show*" 

"Here  at  our  school  we  have  a  student  body  organization  which  is 
a  source  of  recreation  and  brings  much  enjoyment  into  the  school* 

About  once  a  month  we  have  a  party  and  all  the  money  used  is  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  funds  that  each  child  pays*  This  is  but  a  small  amount  each 

month* 

In  our  meetings  we  elect  a  committee  to  get  the  refreshments,  a 
committee  to  take  care  of  the  recreation  and  of  any  other  possible  prepara¬ 
tion  that  is  necessary* 

We  enjoy  these  parties  much  more  because  we  had  to  do  all  the 
planning  for  then*  and  besides  all  the  enjoyment  we  get  out  of  them,  we 
find  that  we  get  out  of  then  a  wonderful  bit  of  experience  which  v/ill  be 
very  handy  in  after  life* 

In  our  parties,  sometimes  we  have  the  boys  get  a  stunt,  also  the 
girls*  These  stunts  are  usually  very  funny." 

"One  of  the  greatest  social  activities,  to  my  mind,  is  to  have 
Student  Body,  or  some  organization  in  the  school*  The  organization  can 
plan  for  the  students*  amusements*  go  to  a  concert  or  other  entertainment* 
Or  the  organization  can  plan  for  the  betterment  of  the  school  With  the 
money  which  each  one  pays  parties  can  be  given*  Those  are  a  ferw  of  the 
things  that  a  club  can  do  if  its  members  will  work  together*" 

"Since  this  is  a  small  school,  our  Student  Body  is  composed  of  all 

pupils  from  the  age  of  twelve  up  to  the  oldest  pupil  of  the  school*  Teacher 

are  also  members  of  the  organization  and  help  in  the  fun*  The  main  object 
of  this  organization  is  to  add  life  and  pep  to  our  school  life* 

When  a  member  becomes  of  age  he  is  initiated  into  our  circle  by 
a  special  committee*  He  is  required  to  pay  a  smajl  fee  which  is  collected 
each  month  by  the  treasurer*  This  money  is  used  for  various  purposes,  such 
as  parties  and  other  necessities* 

At  the  close  of  the  school  term  new  officers  are  elected  by  a 

secret  ballot*  Those  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  are  then  ready 

to  take  their  offices  the  following  fall*  0ther  committees  are  chosen  in 
much  the  same  way* 

Meetings  are  held  every  two  weeks  in  which  all  business  concern¬ 
ing  the  student  body  is  discussed  between  the  officers  and  the  students*" 
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State  of  Idaho 

School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
*  Gooding,  Idaho 

January  14,  1929 


Dear  Mr.  Palmers 

I  have  always  made  an  effort,  in  so  far  as  possible,  to  have  our 
deaf  and  blind  pupils  enjoy  the  same  kind  of  social  life.  The  school  owns 
a  good  radio  set  and  on  certain  Friday  evenings  the  teachers  take  turns  in 
providing  programs  for  our  blind  children. 

About  twice  a  month  dances  and  parties  are  held  in  our  recreation 
hall.  These  parties  and  dances  are  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of 
teachers  and  appropriate  games  are  played  and  supervised  carefully.  The 
orchestra  from  our  department  for  the  Blind  furnishes  the  music  for  the 
dancing  which  is  closely  supervised. 

While  it  may  seem  to  some  that  these  dances  and  parties  are  rather 
frequent,  they  are  a  good  help  in  teaching  courtesy  and  etiquette.  Occasion¬ 
ally  we  do  have  pupils  who  do  not  conduct  themselves  properly  and  we  find  it 
necessary  to  bar  them  from  such  activities  for  a  while. 

Our  children  enjoy  frequent  hikes  to  places  of  interest  near  Good¬ 
ing  under  the  direction  of  our  teacher  of  Physical  Training.  In  the  winter, 
sled  rides  are  provided.  As  a  rule  boys  and  girls  are  taken  separately  for 
these  rides. 

Several  of  our  blind  boys  belong  to  the  local  Boy  Scouts.  One 
belongs  to  the  Y.M.C.A. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  town  are  deeply  interested 
in  our  school  and  frequently  invite  the  children  to  dinners.  Yesterday 
there  was  a  family  which  had  three  blind  children  and  two  deaf  children  to 
dinner  after  church  services.  All  of  the  blind  children  attend  Sunday  School 
and  Church  down  town  and  are  invited  to  all  the  church  socials. 

The  Rotary  Club  invites  one  of  our  boys  each  month  to  the  meetings 
and  this  boy  brings  the  activities  of  the  club  back  to  the  other  boys. 

I  realize  that  in  a  small  school  like  ours  it  is  possible  to  give 
the  children  more  privileges  than  can  be  given  in  a  larger  school  where  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  much  more  system  and  supervision. 

The  Idaho  school  is  conducted  as  much  like  a  home  as  it  is  possi¬ 
ble.  Supervisors  or  housemothers  are  provided  for  each  twenty  children.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  discipline  this  year  has  been  the  best  of  any  year 
for  a  long  time,  and  there  are  practically  no  infractions  of  rules  and 
little  taking  advantage  of  the  privileges  given. 

The  boy  whom  I  spoke  of  above  as  being  a  member  of  the  Y.M.C.A., 
has  organized  a  Friendship  club  among  the  older  boys  which  meets  on  occasion¬ 
al  Friday  nights.  I  have  given  this  movement  my  hearty  endorsement  and  I 
find  it  is  helping  a  great  deal  in  instilling  in  the  boys  good  Christian 
principles. 

Trusting  that  the  above  information  is  about  what  you  wish  and  with 
best  wishes  for  the  New  Year,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 

C.  J.  Settles 

Superintendent 
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